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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY AND EXPORT AWARDS 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.07 pm]: I would like to inform the house that I 
represented the Minister for Commerce at the 2013 Western Australian Industry and Export Awards. Open to 
Western Australian businesses, large and small, and achieving exceptional outcomes locally, nationally and 
internationally, the Western Australian Industry and Export Awards were created to recognise business success 
and the innovative spirit needed to reach new markets in a constantly changing global business environment. The 
awards have been firmly established as one of the state’s most prestigious business awards and accolades. They 
provide businesses from across the state with the opportunity to highlight and receive recognition for the 
excellent contribution that individual WA businesses make to the state’s economy. The awards reflect the 
importance of industry and exports to the state’s economic development. Representing the Minister for 
Commerce, I attended the first event of the 2013 WA awards program, held on 28 May. The format was an 
information and networking evening to which past finalists and winners, together with companies interested in 
entering this year’s awards, were invited. I delivered a speech on behalf of the minister in which their collective 
efforts were recognised and urged all companies present to enter the 2013 program. Companies were provided 
with an overview of the awards program and were able to ask questions ranging from general ideas and issues to 
which categories they should apply for. I understand that a number of those companies have since taken the next 
step to commence their nominations, and we are hopeful that there will be several new and innovative companies 
taking part this year. Featuring three industry and 12 export categories, in addition to the Premier’s award for 
overall excellence, the awards provide an impressive showcase of WA business capability and success.  

The WA awards are celebrating their twenty-fifth anniversary this year, and over that time they have highlighted 
not just the major well-known companies on St Georges Terrace, but also successful medium and smaller sized 
companies from the suburbs and regional Western Australia. Export award winners at state level will 
automatically progress as finalists to the fifty-first Australian Export Awards program, which are organised by 
Austrade and the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and which will increase their national and 
international exposure. Western Australia has been successful at the national level over the years, with 
38 winners since 1988. This is an excellent record for a state that has only 10 per cent of the population. 

The WA Industry and Export Awards are coordinated by the Department of Commerce and sponsored by 
AusIndustry, the Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Ltd, Austrade, Chevron Australia, Export Finance 
and Insurance Corporation, Fremantle Ports, Lavan Legal, Rio Tinto and The West Australian. 
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